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stele capitals, as, for example, the scale ornament and
palmettes enclosed in scrolls. Whether such ornaments
were ever applied to larger capitals such as those of
a temple, or stoa, is uncertain. Boetticher1 claims to
have seen an egg and dart painted on the capitals of the
Theseion, and Semper verified his observations. Other
observers, however, have been unable to find any traces
of painting even on the protected sides of these capi-
tals, and the German excavators at Olympia2 found no
such decoration there. Although the Egj'ptian analo-
gies are not very close, it would be interesting to believe
that the Doric capital was of Egyptian origin- On any
other hypothesis, in fact, it is difficult to explain the
raised annuli that decorate the base of the capital.
Choisy3 considers them reminiscences of the original
blocking out the capital. Were this the case, we should
expect to find simple, broad bands in archaic capitals, and
a series of annuli as a later development. The earliest
archaic capitals, however, shpw three or four raised an-
nuli, reminding us of those which occur at the summit of
the shaft or the base of the capital of Egyptian columns;4
and later capitals frequently show a smaller number of
annuli, or none at all. By means of color, alternately red
and blue, applied to the separating incisions, the annuli
were made to stand out in clearer relief. They were also
emphasized by the varied formation of the separating in-
cisions. Thus, in the earlier Temple of Aphaia at Aegina
(Fig. 245), the inbisions were semicircular in section; in
Temple O, Selinous (Pig. 246), triangular ; in Temple D,
Selinous (Fig. 247) and in the Parthenon (Fig. 248),
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